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In June 1988,  the Final Decision Document for the Interrm Response Action  for the Closure of Aban-

doned Wells at Rocky Mountain Arsenal was issued by the U.S. Department of the Army [Army).  T1’ms

final document  was issued following remew and comment  by Region VIII U.S. Enm.ronmental  Protection

Agency (EPA) and the Colorado Department  of Health. This  Interim Response  Action  [IRA) included

only onpost wells in its coverage. EPA proposed modification  of this W to include  offpost wells in a

letter to the Army dated March 15, 199o.  EPA proposed criteria for the selection  of wells to be

abandoned  and closed in the Offpost Study Area. In a letter dated June 13, 1991 (U.S. Army, 1991) to

the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment  (CDPHE), the &my agreed m principle  nlth

the EP.4 request to modify the Well Closure IRA to include wells meeting the criteria  in the Offpost

Study .+.reca.

ThQ fo]]o,t.ln~ set of criteria were de~~eloped  to ldenti~  wells to be abandoned in the Offpost Study Area.

1. Offp(lst WL>lIS  wll be abandoned according to the regulations set forth by the Office of the State
Fqlrl””r

J If ttl~ tsell is completed in one or more aquifers  below the allu~ial aquifer, and

1 I! !))., \\ell ]s judged  10 be of improper construction  or lS m deteriorating  condition  such
t:,.l” 1: is leakmS lrr~m the &lu\lal ~qulfer  [u io~~er aquifers  as mdlcated by physical
J ,! lill.lws [such as hardn+ss dnd cnnductl~~ty measurements),  and

1! !11. u*.!] contalris cont3niln.]n!s  \v:uch onglnated from RhfA in excess  of t-he remedia-
?, II : Id Is.

,! .} ,,,, !1 ,s Comp]’1,.’:  (r, ,:... ~ T ::.!1 .,. ,:.. ,I(lujfers  belotv the alluvial aquifer, and

t .. :,. 1$..!] IS l\ ’l:]ll Ii :(I’ :. ! : , c- ,..:,ititi!.’r ~]iume w’hlch orlgmated from the RMA, or

L 1“ ?l, ! \\ I,l] IS ]ucfged II t,.. i;i~ r, \ -r C( nstructlon or is In deteriorating  condition  such
!:. (i: i! ls leakng  tron. !:. + ,!ll:l,(~.  ,1 :!JI!-.r 10 Io\ver aquifers  as indicated  by physical
},.c~meters  (such as hir;:..,~~  ::: i ~ n iu:t I\nty measurements],  and

d. 1! the ivel] contains cr,nl~:ulr]  itils f.ri~lndtlIl~ from the RhlA at any ]eve].

3. 1!. based on current \vater tabl~’ 1,1’J. th’. iYwll [s located m an area of dry alluvium, the well will
not be considered  a candldatv frlr cl~)sw-:.

4. W~ells )ocated on the property curl n:ly ~,~vned by Shell are included in this well closure plan.
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5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Well closure  will be at the expense of the United States.

Well closure  methods  will be identical  to those used for the closure  of onpost  wells.

The United States  and the Department of the Army are removed from liability  for dealing with
unpermitted  wells.

Following identification  of wells meeting all of the criteria listed in item 2 above, the Tri-County
Health Department (TCHD) will noti~ individual well owners informing  them of suspected  faulty
construction  and request  permission  to enter the propefiy and abandon the well. THCD will
inform the Army if and when permission  has been  received  from the well owner to close  the
well.

Well closure  expenses  will not be borne by the United States in the event that  unused wells are
listed for closure  and the well owner is known.  Pursuant to Rule 11.1.1, Abandonment  Stan-
dards (2 Code of Colorado Regulations 402-2),  it is the responsibility  of the well ower to have an
unused well properly plugged and abandoned.

A list of wells meeting the closure  criteria will be compiled  at a meeting of the parties’ technical staff. A

hst of wells to be monitored  will also be compiled.  A consensus  will be reached  on guidelines  to be

used to evaluate the hardness and conductnqty  data. At the time of the five year review  the monitoring

m-formation u-W be rewewed and it will be determined by the parties if a continued  monitoring  of wells

m the deeper aquifers M warranted.
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